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FAQ’s

1. Why is the District requiring universal masking for all?
a. On August 4, Governor Pritzker announced an Executive Order that requires

masks be worn indoors by teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools,
regardless of vaccination status.

2. What prompted the Governor’s Executive Order?
a. On July 27, the CDC recommended universal indoor masking for all teachers,

staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.
b. Concurrently, many counties in Illinois transitioned to substantial and high areas

of transmission as determined by the CDC.
i. CDC COVID-19 website to monitor transmission:

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
c. CDC added a recommendation for fully vaccinated individuals to wear a mask

indoors in areas of substantial or high transmission.

3. Do school districts need to comply with the Governor’s Executive Order?
a. Yes.  The State of Illinois has the authority to put school districts on a corrective

action plan for failing to follow this Executive Order and/or any other mandate.  If
corrective action is not taken by school districts to comply with mandates, ISBE
can lower and/or remove a school’s recognition status resulting in loss of state
funding.  Without recognition status, schools may not participate in IHSA
sanctioned activities nor are student credits considered by the NCAA.  Prior to
this week’s Executive Order, ISBE had taken legal action against several school
districts for failing to follow last year’s public health requirements.  In regards to
the state funding, District 124 will receive $5.4 million dollars in state revenues
this school year.

4. What does our local COVID-19 data look like?
a. On August 8, Lake County moved from substantial transmission to high

transmission.
b. As of 8/10, Lake County’s positivity rate was 5.83% and there were 117.15 new

cases of COVID-19 per 100,000.  This data is also available by local zip codes
and Grant Community High School’s data indicates higher transmission, with a
positivity rate of 6.68% and 112.2 new cases of COVID-19 per 100,000.

5. Do we have any current COVID-19 cases?
a. Yes.  As of the week of 8/10, there are 14 students currently isolating or

quarantining due to close contact and 3 students that have tested positive for
COVID-19.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


6. Why are students required to wear masks on school buses?
a. There is a CDC order in effect that requires all individuals to wear a mask on

public transportation, including school buses.

7. Are there any advantages to universal masking at school?
a. YES!  Reduced quarantine options and a test-to-stay option are available to both

students and teachers, when masking is strictly adhered to.  Without masking
strictly adhered to, mandatory quarantine is 14 days at home.

b. In addition, students within 3-6’ of an infected student in the classroom are NOT
considered close contacts as long as both the infected student and exposed
student were engaged in consistent and correct use of masks and other school
mitigation strategies are in place (universal mask use, physical distancing,
increased ventilation, etc).  If masks are not worn, students within 3-6’ would be
considered close contacts and required to quarantine.

8. Does the District determine who needs to quarantine?
a. No.  Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine are required per

Part 690 Control of Communicable Disease Code, Subpart I. The District is
required to report any suspected, confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 to the
Lake County Health Department (LCHD) immediately (within 3 hours) along with
the names and contact information of individuals that may have been in close
contact with suspected, confirmed or probable cases. The LCHD determines
who is required to isolate and/or quarantine.  The LCHD expressed they would
legally enforce required isolation and quarantine in school communities, if
necessary.

9. Why is the District offering a fully remote learning option for this school year?
a. The District is offering a fully remote learning option via Edgenuity and/or Illinois

Virtual High School for students that have a medical condition that places them at
increased risk for illness due to COVID-19 or students that are unwilling or
unable to comply with District mitigation measures in place.  Applications for the
fully remote option are considered in accordance with School Board Policy 6:185.

10. If my student participates in fully remote learning, may they participate in after school
activities?

a. Yes.  Participating in after school activities is a privilege and all students are
expected to comply with all school rules in order to participate, including the
current requirement to wear a mask.  If a student is participating in fully remote
learning due to a medical condition, they may want to carefully consider the
option to participate in after school activities. In many cases, mitigation
strategies are different for these after school activities and are guided by
IHSA/IDPH recommendations.



11. Do vaccinations help our school community?
a. Yes.  Achieving high levels of vaccination is critical to help our school safely

resume full operations.  The level of vaccination among students and staff is an
important factor to consider when contemplating removal of a mitigation strategy
(i.e. masking when legally permissible to do so). Vaccination is also important for
instructional continuity as fully vaccinated individuals do not need to quarantine
when exposed to COVID-19 as long as they remain asymptomatic. However, it is
now recommended by CDC and IDPH that fully vaccinated individuals get tested
3-5 days after exposure.

12. How many have been vaccinated in D124?
a. Staff 81% fully vaccinated
b. Students approximately 59% fully vaccinated (based on registrations received as

of 8/5)

13. Does the District offer SHIELD screening testing?
a. Yes.  Beginning the second semester of last year, the District offers free SHIELD

COVID-19 PCR testing for all staff and students. The SHIELD test is an easy to
complete saliva based test, with results received by the District in less than 24
hours.  Testing will be available on a daily basis, with non-vaccinated individuals
encouraged to test on a regular basis.  Additionally, medium and high risk athletic
teams will be encouraged to test on a rotating basis as per CDC
recommendations.

14. What will happen if a student does not wear a mask?
a. The District remains hopeful students will cooperate in wearing masks so we can

focus on teaching and learning.  In the event a student chooses not to wear a
mask, the following steps will be followed:

i. Teach expected masking behavior
ii. Re-teach expected masking behavior
iii. Provide interventions and supports

1. Including phone conference with students and parents
2. Including in-person conference with students and parents

iv. Progressive discipline - up to and including placement in District’s remote
learning program

15. What will social distancing look like in school?
a. Social distancing of 3’ will take place in classrooms and the cafeteria, to the

greatest extent possible.  All guiding agencies have stated in-person learning is
the priority.  Social distancing should take place to the greatest extent possible,
but not prevent in-person learning, if it is not possible to do so.


